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The Chartered Institute of Purchasing and Supply                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Accreditation of 
Prior Learning                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Directory of Qualifications 
for which CIPS offer Unit Exemptions

CIPS LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE IN PURCHASING AND SUPPLY

UNITS                      
Understanding the 
Purchasing Environment

Certificate in International Trade                      
AWARDED BY                                                              
The Institute of Export 

BTEC Higher National in Business – 
Organisations, Competition and the 
Environment                                                 
AWARDED BY                                           
Edexcel                                                        

Purchasing Operations Certificate in Operations Management                 
AWARDED BY                                                              
The Institute of Operations Management 

Associate Degree including CC2124 
Procurment Management AWARDED BY 
Hong Kong Polytechnic 

Client and Supplier 
Relationships

U i it /H K C itCertificate in Marketing:  Customer Communications  
AWARDED BY                                                              
The Chartered Institute of Marketing 

Securing Supply Certificate in Operations Management                             
AWARDED BY                                                              
The Institute of Operations Management 

Integrative Unit - Purchasin
in Action

 No exemptions allowed as this is a compulsory core 
unit

CIPS LEVEL 4 FOUNDATION DIPLOMA IN PURCHASING AND SUPPLY 

UNITS                   Effective 
Negotiation in Purchasing 
and Supply

Developing Contracts in 
Purchasing and Supply

BTEC National in Business – Legal and Regulatory 
Framework and Purchasing                                              
AWARDED BY                                                              
Edexcel                                                                           
NB. Common Law 1 and 11 (Both options must have 
been sat)

Measuring Purchasing 
Performance

Performance Management (F5)                                        
AWARDED BY                                                              
ACCA

Performance Management (P5)                     
AWARDED BY                                           
ACCA

Managing Purchasing and 
Supply Relationships

Integrative Unit - Purchasin
Contexts 

 No exemptions allowed as this is a compulsory core 
unit 

CIPS LEVEL 5 ADVANCED DIPLOMA IN PURCHASING AND SUPPLY

UNITS                                     
Management in the 
Purchasing Function

Level 5 Diploma in Management                                      
AWARDED BY                                                              
Institute of Leadership and Management (ILM)

Level 4 Management                                     
NVQ

Level 5 – Diploma in Management                   
AWARDED BY                                         
Chartered Management Institute 

Advanced Diploma (Level 6)                       
AWARDED BY                                         
The Chartered Institute of Logistics 
and Transport 

Managerial Level- Integrated Management  
AWARDED BY                                     
CIMA (Professional Qualification) 

Managerial Level – Organisational 
Management and Information Systems   
AWARDED BY                                     
CIMA (Professional Qualification)

Any Business Studies with Leadership 
and Management within it (Please 
provide transcript)

Diploma in Manufacturing 
Management AWARDED BY 
University of Lancaster

Diploma of Business 
and Management 
AWARDED BY 
Brunel University

Risk Management and 
Supply Chain Vulnerability

Diploma Syllabus Content                                                
AWARDED BY                                                              
Institute of Risk Management

Strategic Level – Management Accounting 
Risk and Control Strategy                              
AWARDED BY                                           
CIMA  (Professional Qualification)

Any Business Studies with Risk 
Management within it (Please provide 
transcript)

BSc Information Studies AWARDED BY 
University of Plymouth (please provide 
transcript)

OPTIONAL UNITS

Marketing for Purchasers Advanced Certificate in International Trade                     
AWARDED BY                                                              
The Institute of Export 

Professional Diploma in Marketing 
AWARDED BY                                           
CIM

Advanced Certificate in Marketing                    
AWARDED BY                                               
CIM 

BTEC Higher National in  Marketing 
Planning                                                         
AWARDED BY                                         
Edexcel 

Any Business Studies Degree with 
Marketing Management or Marketing 
Strategy within it (Please provide 
transcript)

Storage and Distribution Professional Diploma in Logistics and Transport (Level 
5)                                                                    
AWARDED BY                                                              
The Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport 

Any Business Studies Degree with 
Transport and Logistics Management 
within it (please provide transcript)

Operations Management in 
the Supply Chain

Diploma in Operations Management                                
AWARDED BY                                                              
The Institute of Operations Management 

Any Business Studies Degree with 
Operations Management within it (please 
provide transcript)

BSc Business Information AWARDED BY 
University of Plymouth

Diploma in Manufacturing Management 
AWARDED BY University of Lancaster

Integrative Unit Improving 
Supply Chain Performance

No exemptions allowed as this is a compulsory core 
unit 

CIPS – LEVEL 6 GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN PURCHASING AND SUPPLY

Leading and Influencing in 
Purchasing

No exemptions allowed as this is a compulsory core 
unit 

Strategic Supply chain 
Management

No exemptions allowed as this is a compulsory core 
unit 

OPTIONAL UNITS

Legal Aspects in Purchasing Any Law Degree or Business Study Honour Degree 
with Legal Aspects.  (Transcripts must be provided)

Advanced Project Prince2 MSc in Project Management                          
ADWARDED BY                                        
The University of Lancaster

Diploma in Strategic Project Leadership 
AWARDED BY                                               
The University of Lancaster

Any Business Studies Degree with 
Advanced Project Management or 
Project Management included within it 
(please provide transcript)

Finance for Purchasers Test of Professional Competence in Management 
Accounting                                                                        
AWARDED BY                                                              
CIMA

Advanced Diploma in Management 
Accounting                                                    
AWARDED BY                                           
CIMA

Advanced Final Management (P4)                    
AWARDED BY                                               
ACCA

Advanced Performance Management (P5   
AWARDED BY                                         
ACCA

)  Any Business Studies Degree/ Honours
Degree with Financial Management  
within it (please provide transcript)

Integrative Unit                       
Supply Chain Management 
in Practice

No exemptions allowed as this is a compulsory core 
unit 
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CIPS UNITS INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN PURCHASING AND SUPPLY

                   Understanding 
Purchasing Principles

Associate in Business (Logistics and Supply Chain 
Management) awarded by Hong Kong Community College

Selecting the Right Supplier

Effective Negotiation in 
Purchasing and Supply

Managing Inventory Associate in Business (Logistics and Supply Chain 
Management) awarded by Hong Kong Community College

The Business Environment 
for Purchasing and Supply

CIPS UNITS ADVANCED CERTIFICATE IN PURCHASING AND SUPPLY 

Analysing the Supply 
Market

An Introduction to 
Purchasing Strategy

Preparing and Managing 
Contracts



International Logistics

Measuring Performance in 
Purchasing and Supply
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